GOM #13 John 11:14-44 “BRING YOUR DEAD STUFF”
Your Life Will Change When You Give Jesus All Access

Christmas is supposed to be the season of hope... but for a lot of people, it can be
season when the dead places feel the heaviest. For some, the diagnosis didn’t
change. For others, the marriage didn’t heal. The finances didn’t recover. The

addiction didn’t let go. The loneliness didn’t lift.

. Louis Zamperini knew felt that U.S. Olympian WW Il bombardier whose plane crashed Pacific.
survived 47 days on a life raft, fending off sharks, starvation, enemy planes — only to be captured
by the Japanese. endure over two years of brutal torture in POW camps. When the war ended, he
came home a decorated survivor but a broken man. He suffered crippling PTSD, nightmares,
rage, and alcoholism. His marriage was falling apart. Survived the war physically had died
emotionally and spiritually. By 1949, he was on brink of divorce and suicide. But then came a
turning point. His wife persuaded him to attend a Billy Graham tent revival in LA. Reluctantly, went.
1st night stormed out. 2" night, something happened. As Billy preached, he said felt like Christ had
stepped into his prison of bitterness and fear. Rem prayer on raft, “God, if you save me, I'll serve
you.” That night, he gave his life to Jesus. nightmares stopped. Never drank again. reconciled w/wife.
returned to Japan not for revenge, but to forgive his captors. BRING IT TO JESUS HOPE .

.MP: Jesus brings resurrection life into the places we feel are dead, restoring
hope wherever we are willing to give Him access.

INCARNATION THE COMING OF HEAVEN'S LIFE AND POWER.
.]ohn 10:10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and
have it abundantly.-

.Life in the biblical and Christian sense, is the gift of God’s new creation, rooted in the
resurrection of Jesus, shared through the Spirit, embodied in the present, and fulfilled in
the age to come. FRAMES OUR EXPECTATION AS A CHRISTIAN.
ANOTHER DIVINE SET-UP
HE’S BEEN HEALING THOUSANDS 3 YEARS. SAVED 1 MOST POWERFUL LAST

- Kids Called it In: Lazarus Sick. Family Loved by Jesus. Mary worshiped. Martha

Served. Supported Jesus. Stayed in their home. Seen ppl Bring it to Jesus

- ASKED HIM TO COME HEAL. BUT JESUS DELAYED. GOOD I DELAYED
BEYOND ALL HOPE - WHEN HE GOT THERE LAZ DEAD 4 DAYS
BEYOND ALL HOPE: Rigamortis had set in. blood clotting. organs dying. body rigid

- MIDDLE SHIVA: 7 days intense mourning. JESUS WAITED
NOT MOSTLY DEAD: PRINCESS BRIDE MIRACLE MAX
It just so happens that your friend here is only mostly dead. There’s a big difference
between mostly dead and all dead. Mostly dead is slightly alive.

- 2M Temple Tradition During Time of Jesus. Religious leaders explained away
Leviticus Rabbah 18:1 (Midrash): “For three days the soul hovers over the body,
intending to re-enter it, but as soon as it sees its appearance change, it departs.” 4DY MAN



Attributed his power to devil. Demanded more (never enough). Focused on violations of
law. Discredited recipients of miracles. Accused Jesus of breaking the law/sinning. Kill
the evidence. Accused him of blasphemy. .DON'T DISCOUNT MIRACLES OF GOD .
REVELATION AND RESURRECTION
JESUS GIVES MARTHA REVELATION -1 AM THE RESURRECTION (Light went on)

- 1 AM: Ex 3. WHO? Yahweh. All Becoming YAHWEH W/US. THIS IS WHY WE

o Moment w/Martha - POINTS TO HIMSELF TRUE HOPE - DO YOU
BELIEVE? IN ME

- PERSON: Not method, rituals. Process. Program. Principles. Pragmatism.
.Hope is an intentional redirection of our focus and expectations to the person of
Christ, which leads to radical outcomes. Perseverance, emotional resilience, creativity,
spiritual life, courage, clarity concerning identity, fuels holiness, missional vision,

Biblical Hope: H.O.P.E. - Holding. Obstinately. Person of Christ. Every Day

- GIVE ME ACCESS. ROLL THE STONE AWAY - hearts beating.

- .]esus called them to audacious obedience. FIGHT AGAINST EVERYTHING
Dead. Decaying. Buried. Departed. Mourning. ALL THAT CHANGED INSTANT. .
HOPE FILLED COMMUNITY
ADVANCED BUT HOPELESS WORLD: Suicide second leading cause of death for those
10-34. Barna study revealed that nearly half of Gen Z chronically hopeless.

- Jesus is the answer and the church is His evidence. EXHIBIT A
.In a culture drowning in despair, the Church is meant to radiate hope.

- CHURCH MOSAIC GRACE: doctors, ex-cons, artists, accountants, single moms,

. former gang members, refugees CEOs. This is not weakness. It is our
witness
Church called roll away stones, unbind graveclothes, help one another walk in new life.
IN UR SORROW AGONY BRING IT- GIVE HIM ACCESS. Move away what in the way
What holds you back from handing it over Him? LORD I BELIEVE HELP MY UNBELIEF
How bring to Jesus? Confession, prayer, community, surrender, into the light.
He breathes life into the valley of dead bones. Heals the withered hand. Addictions,
finances, fractured relationships, loss, burnout, apathy, spiritual drift, guilt, identity
confusion. Loneliness, fear
- THE GOSPEL - WHY HE CAME!! Louis Zamperini discovered Hope in Christ. He
removed the stone by stepping into that revival tent and responding to the
preaching by saying YES TO JESUS. SIN BRINGS DEATH JESUS BRINGS LIFE

-esus isn’t asking you to fix it; He’s asking you to bring it. Your job is not to
resurrect. Your job is to roll away the stone so He can have access and bring you

life. BB



